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THE COVER
We thank Philippe Roca for our cover photograph of the injured but
recovering Great Horned Owl (300mm Nikon, F3, 125/5.6).
1988 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER
MIDWINTER BIRD COUNT
1987-1988
Reports of 24 counts were received from across the state. A total of
116 species was observed on count days, 104 of which are represented on
the table. Those species not represented on the table included: one Great
Egret (Rowan County), one Black-crowned Night-Heron (Louisville),
five Greater Scaup (Ballard County), an adult Golden Eagle (Bernheini
Forest), two Merlin (Lexington), two Northern Goshawks (one each at
Marion and Yelvington, not verified), a Ruffed Grouse (Rowan County),
a Lesser Black-backed Gull (Land Between the Lakes), a Selasphorus
hummingbird (Louisville), two Bewick's Wrens (one each at Lexington
and Frankfort), three Pine Warblers (1-Calloway County; 2-Yelvington),
and two Chipping Sparrows (one each at Calloway County and Land
Between the Lakes). Thirteen species were recorded on all counts and nine
species were noted only on a single count. The additional sightings of
three Western Sandpipers, 18 Least Sandpipers, three Water Pipits (all
at Land Between the Lakes), a Common Yellowthroat (West. Liberty)
and five Evening Grosbeaks (2-Yelvington, 2-Rowan County and 1-West
Liberty) during the count period brought the species total to 121. There
were seven more species this year than last.
The average daytime temperature remained near the 40 degree mark
during December and near the 30 degree mark in January. Waterfowl
variety was good, but numbers remained low, except for Mallards and
Hooded Mergansers. Snow Geese and Osprey appeared at several locations
in the state and were a nice addition to the count, as were the Lesser
Black-backed Gull and Sandhill Cranes. It appears that birds lingering in
association with the warmer temperatures in December were joined by
others forced south with the advance of winter weather. A Lesser Black-
backed Gull was still at Sugar Bay of Kentucky Lake on January 31.
Other unusual sightings, such as the two Merlin, the two Northern
Goshawks, the Selasphorus hummingbird and the Common Yellowthroat
are described in the additional comments section of the appropriate count.
At best it is very difficult to make meaningful observations regarding
trends in numbers using winter census data. This is particularly so this
year because there are four additional counts. With this limitation in
mind, a few comments will be made. Eastern Bluebirds increased in
numbers from 787 last year to 1018 this year. The number of House
Finches and House Sparrows was similar to that of last year. There were
more than twice the number of Purple Finches this year compared with
last (507 vs. 209), whereas, Evening Grosbeaks remained scarce. Despite
the summer drought, the food crop for finches, sparrows and fruit eaters
was reported by several to be abundant.
Thanks are sincerely extended to all participants, particularly those
who submitted verification forms on unusual sightings. Thanks are also
extended to participants that included comments of interest regarding
unusual weather conditions, habitat changes and sightings.
BALLARD COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center as described in 1984.) Habitat as described in 1984. Dec. 27; 6:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 40® to 45''F; wind SW, 0-15 m.p.h.
Other weather comment, light to moderate rain all day. Ten observers in
5 parties. Total party-hours 37 (21 on foot, 16 by car). Total party-miles
148.5 (15.5 on foot, 133 by car). Total species 76; total individuals 27,213.
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Weather conditions were horrible for the count with light to moderate
rain showers all day. Increased coverage yielded the best species total for
the three years of counts here. The "resident", flock of Snow Geese was
not present on the day of the count, accounting for the low total. Waterfowl
variety was low (apparently the rule rather than the exception on the
management area in winter), but the Canada Goose total was average.
Highlights of the count included the Greater Scaup, the 36 Bald Eagles,
the 209 Red-headed Woodpeckers (down from 1984), the 19 Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers, the 11 Brown Thrashers and the 21 Loggerhead Shrikes.
Observers: Brad Andres, Richard Gassell, Mike and Jean Flynn,
Sarah McClellan, Brainard PalmerrBall, Jr. (compiler), Donny Parker,
John Robinson and Jim and Gerri Williams.
GALLOWAY COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Douglas Cemetery.) Habitat 20% lake shore and streams, 20%
deciduous and pine woods, 25% urban and residential and 35% pastures
and open fields. Jan. 2; 5:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky clear a.m. to partly
cloudy in p.m.; temp. 18° to SO'F; wind 10-15 m.p.h. Eleven observers in
6 parties. Total party-hours 41 (18 on foot, 23 by car). Total party-miles
333 (13 on foot, 320 by car). Total species 84; total individuals 7944.
Observers: Phyllis Brines, Wally Brines, Happy Chambers (compiler),
Joe Tom Erwin, Debi Henry, Sally Leedom, Carl Mowery, Mike Miller,
Clell Peterson and Lawrence and LuAnn Philpot.
LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 15-mile di
ameter circle, center Pisgah Bay Picnic Ground.) Habitat lake and stream
shores 40%, deciduous and pine woods 22%, overgrown and cultivated
fields 28% and residential and small business 10%. Dec. 19: 5:45 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sky overcast, variable temp. 39° to 41°P; wind SW, changing
to NW 1-3 m.p.h. Other weather; wind changed direction about 1:00
p.m., brief partial clearing. Seventeen observers in 6 parties. Total party-
hours 64 (13 on foot, 51 by ear). Total party-miles 322 (11 on foot, 311
by car). Total species 83; total individuals 7507.
The "best bird" of the count was the Lesser Black-backed Gull (BPB).
.The Chipping Sparrow was heard only (WB). The House Finches, a
first for this count, were at the feeder at the Woodland Nature Center.
All blackbirds were scarce, and the total absence of Redwings and Brown-
headed Cowbirds is noteworthy. The European Starling roost that has
been at Kentucky Dam for at least 20 years was drastically down last
year and is now non-existent. The large number of Great Blue Herons is
approximately the same number present in the area all fall. Severe rain
beginning Christmas day raised the lake levels about three feet, breaking
up concentrations of Great Blues and shorebirds generally. The subse
quent severe cold completed the process.
Observers: Wally Brines, Richard Cassell, Happy Chambers, Lloyd
C. Curry, Jack and Lorine Dodd, Melissa Easley, Joe Tom Erwin, Rick
Hokans, Sharon Hutchinson, Carl Mowery, Jr., Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.,
Clell Peterson (compiler), Lawrence and LuAnn Philpot, Ed Ray and
Jim Shoopman.
MARION (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Forest
Grove.) Habitat river, open cropland, wooded creek with bluffs. Jan. 3.
Sky cloudy; temp. 26° to 38°F; wind NW, 5-10 m.p.h. Three observers in
2 parties. Total party-hours 9 (4 on foot, 5 by car). Total party-miles 31
(6 on footj 25 by.car). Total species"38; total individuals 1657.
Observers: C. L. Frazer (compiler), Jim Frazer and Jim Stone.
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SORGHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center "Ky.
279 and Audubon Parkway.) Habitat woods, fields, branches of the Green
River, ditches, and cultivated fields. Jan. 2; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky
mostly sunny; temp. 10° to 31°F; wind 5-10 m.p.h. Twenty-two observers
in 6 parties. Total party-hours 8 (4 on foot, 4 by car). Total party-miles
146 (16 on foot, 130 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 2765.
Observers: Frances Bell, Mike Brown, Brenda Eaden, Tony Eaden,
Joe Ford, Neil Hayden, Tom Hicks, Janet Howard, Suzanne Hughey,
John Humphrey, Ferman Millay, Joyce Porter, A. L. Powell, Millie
Powell, Terry Snell, Tommy Stevenson, Donna Wilson, Elinor Wilson,
Julian Wilson, Ed Wilson (compiler), Charles Worthington and Donna
Worthington.
YELVINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Kentucky Highway 405 and junction at Route 662 at Yelvington.)
Habitat Ohio River Bottoms, Blackford Creek bottoms, Yellow Creek
Park, Daviess County Game and Fish Farm, Carpenter's Lake and area.
Dec. 26; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. 38® to 44''F; wind
5-10 m.p.h. Fourteen observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 48 (35 on
foot, 13 by car). Total party-miles 36 (8 on foot, 28 by car). Total
species 62; total individuals 2424.
As in the past our waterfowl count is way down. Missing also was
the Yellow-rumped Warbler. As we covered essentially the same area as
in the past we should have kicked up species such as the Fox Sparrow.
Only one Ruby-crowned Kinglet was found.
Observers: Frances Bell, John Bonfardeci, Mike Brown, Cran Combs,
Tony Eaden, Mary Harrell, Neil Hayden, Tom Hicks, John Humphrey,
Joyce Porter, A. L. Powell (compiler), Millie Powell (feeder and area),
Marvin and Maudie Ray (feeder and yard observation).
HANCOCK COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Patesville.) Habitat woodland, open fields and creeks. Dec. 30; 8:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Sky sunny; temp. 32® to 47''F; wind W, 5-10 m.p.h. Seven
observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 4 (4 on foot, 0 by car). Total
party-miles 6 (6 on foot, 0 by car). Total species 27; total individuals 331.
Although Red-tailed Hawks and Turkey Vultures are common in this
area, none were seen on count day.
Observers: Joe Ford, John Humphrey, A. L. Powell, Mandy Powell,
Millie Powell, Rose Ann Radzelovage (compiler) and Walter Radzelovage.
BOWLING GREEN (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Three Springs 6 miles south of Bowling Green.) Habitat deciduous
forests 20%, fields and pastures 70% and town and parks 10%. Dec. 19;
C:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 40° to 47''F; wind SE, 7 m.p,h.
Slight drizzle 10-11:30 a.m. Eight observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours
14 (11 on foot, 3 by car). Total party-miles 98 (9 on foot, 89 by car).
Total species 61; total individuals 1,001,745.
A large winter roost of approximately 1 million birds in a six-acre
roost at Grider Pond ballooned the total count number.
Observers: Blaine Ferrell, Jeff Jones, Wayne Mason, Simeon Pickard,
H. E. Shadowen (compiler), Allen Stickley, Jr. and Kathy Taylor and
Dale Wade.
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MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (center and habitat as de-
scribed in 1980.) Dec. 20; 6:80 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. 65®
to 45°^; wind Var., 8 m.pih. Six observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours
19.25 (5 on foot, 14.25 by car). Total party-miles 120 (12 on foot, 118
by car). Total species 43; total individuals 1535.
Despite coverage similar to last year, no Wild Turkeys were sighted.
A single flock of 50 Eastern Bluebirds was unusual.
Observers: Ronnie Bryant, Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Marquita
Gillenwater, Wayne Mason, Herb E. Shadowen and Russell Starr.
GLASGOW (center and habitat as described in 1986.) Jan. 2: 6:45
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 17® to 32°F; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h.
Eight observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 38.75 (24.75 on foot, 14
by car). Total party-miles 141.3 (13.5 on foot, 127.8 by car). Total species
65; total individuals 3285.
Cold conditions during the early morning forced birds to hold tight
to cover at field/woodland borders, but once temperatures increased toward
midday, the birding improved. The low number of birds of prey was
discouraging as was the decrease in the numbers of Herring Gulls. The
sharp decline of Swamp Sparrows from this area continues to be a matter
of concern; the two observed on this count represent the lowest total in
the last 12 years. On the other hand, it is encouraging to note that wood
peckers, Carolina Wrens and most of the Emberizinae are increasing or
maintaining stable populations. Two particularly exciting observations
were the 90 Sandhill Cranes and the 12 Bonaparte's Gulls, both of which
represent firsts for the Mid-winter Bird Counts in this area.
Observers: Mrs. Marquita Gillenwater, Mr. and Mrs. Howard M.
Jones, Wayne M. Mason (compiler), Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Moore, and
Dr. and Mrs. Russell R. Storr.
HART COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
as reported in 1985.) Habitat ponds, river, forest and farmland. Jan. 2;
5:30 a.m; to 4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 13° to 35°F; wind calm. Six
observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 32 (17 on foot, 15 by car). Total
party-miles 104 (15 on foot, 89 by car). Total species 55; total individuals
935.
The Snow Goose was in with a flock of Canada Geese.
Observers: J. D. Craddock, HI, Nevellen Craddock, Steve Kistler
(compiler). Cap Middleton, Mitchell Sturgeon and Charles Wuertzer.
OTTER CREEK PARK (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center as described in 1972.) Habitat brushy fields 24%, woodlands 25%,
farmland 26%, hedge row 10%, residential 2% and rivers and ponds
13%. Dec. 26; 8:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 38® to 41®F;
wind N, 8-15 m.p.h. Rain the previous night and light mist until 8:00
a.m. Ten observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 35.5 (21 on foot, 14.5
by car). Total party-miles 171.5 (16 on foot, 155.5 by car). Total species
63; total individuals 7374.
Heavy rains fell the night before the count and continued until 8:00
a.m. Cloudy conditions prevailed throughout the day. Waterfowl were
scarce. Hawks, however, were fairly well represented. The Great Blue
Heron was found by Frank Krull, Jr. The Northern (Yellow-shafted)
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Flicker showed a 100% increase over last year's count, while Pileated
Woodpeckers showed a decrease. American Robins and the European
Starling were numerous; in fact, it was the highest count for Robins.
Large decreases were noted in the number of White-throated and White-
crowned Sparrows and Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Juncoes. The large
number of Cedar Waxwings was probably due to the big crop of cedar
berries; in fact, the wild food crop appeared to be good.
Observers: Mary B. Bauer, Wayne Dahl, Frank Krull, Jr., Doxie
Noonan, J. R. Noonan, Helga Schutte, Anne Stamm (compiler), Frederick
W. Stamm, Donald Summerfield and Scottie Theiss.
BERNHEIM FOREST (center and habitat as described in 1974.)
Jan. 1; 7:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Sky cloudy to mostly clear; temp. 27° to
agop; wind NW, 0-10 m.p.h. Water mostly open. Fourteen observers in 5
parties. Total party-hours 40.5 (20 on foot, 20.5 by car). Total party-miles
287 (14 on foot, 273 by car). Total species 65; total individuals 5804.
Weather conditions were fairly favorable for the count. Wild food
crops appeared to be excellent. The species total was about average for
the coverage of the count circle. Waterfowl were low as usual. Highlights
included the sighting of both species of eagles. The adult Golden Eagle
was observed feeding on a deer carcass and thoroughly studied at close
range (DP, SW). The adult Bald Eagle was observed in flight not far
from the Salt River near Shepherdsville (BA). Other interesting obser
vations included the four Great Blue* Herons, the Ring-billed Gull (first
count record) and the 155 Eastern Bluebirds (highest count since 1976-77).
Observers: Brad Andres, Mary Bill Bauer, George Crabtree, John
Finley, Katie Fulkerson, Brian Johnson, Marion Jones, Tim Love, Brainard
Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), Donald Parker, Larry Smith, Tony Smith,
Linda Stahl and Stephen Washbum.
LOUISVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
jet. Hwys. 42 and 22, as described in 1972.) Habitat as described in' 1972.
Dec. 20; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky overcast; 40" to 57®F; wind SW-W,
10-25 m.p.h. All water open. Thirty-five observers in 12 parties. Total
party-hours 109 (45 on foot, 64 by car). Total party-miles 681 (84 on
foot, 647 by car). Total species 87; total individuals 1,248,634. ' •'
Terrible weather conditions for a count: windy, warm, with intermit
tent light showers. Nevertheless, it was a reasonably good count. Only
one rarity was reported (see below), and all-time highs were set on
Mourning Doves and House Finches. Numbers of Eastern Meadowlarks
were very low. A blackbird roost (probably not a winter roost, only
temporary) was found within the count circle; line numbers in the evening
for several lines (estimated to be about half the roost) amounted to about
1.2 million birds, probably a total of 2.5-3 million birds present.
A Selasphorus sp. (hummingbird) has been present at a humming
bird feeder since late November. As of this date (4 January), this bird
has been seen by many and photographed, but circumstances have not
permitted examination in the hand (necessary for definitive species iden
tity to Rufous or Allen's). It is apparently an immature female, very much
similar to the one in southern Indiana last year (this latter bird was
enticed into a basement, enclosed and released in March after surviving
the winter). Close examination in the field has eliminated Broad-tailed
but one can go no further. This bird will undoubtedly succumb to. the
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winter temperatures, although so far it has survived several nights into
the teens.
Observers: Garrett Adams, Mary Bauer, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Don
Blackburn, K. W. Clay, Muriel Doollttle, Diane Ebel, D. L. Garst, Stuart
Jenkins, Marian Jones, Frank Krull, Jr., Prank Krull, Sr., John Krull',
Larry Lock, B. L. Monroe, Jr. (compiler), Mark M6nroe, K. C. Mudd,
Dottie Muntan, Doxie Noonan, J. R. Noonan, Brainai'd Palmer-Ball, Jr.",
Donald Parker, Jim Pasikowski, Martha Pike, Bob (^uaife, Lene Rauth,
Vir^nia Rommel, Carl Schultz, Helga Schutte, L. D. Smith, Anne Stamm,
F. W. Stamm, Steve Washburn, Robert Zaremba (Beckham Bird Club).
V SHELBYVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
.75 miles south of U.S. 60 and Guist Creek Lake on Highway 714.)
Habitat elevation 640' -1190', farm land, fallow landj residential, wooded
and grassland. Jan. 2; 7;30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 15° to
35°F; wind N-NW, 0-5 m.p.h. Three observers in 2 parties. Total party-
hours 10.5 (1.5, on foot, 9 by car). Total party-miles 209 (1 on foot, 208
by car). Total species 47; total individuals 2344.
Observers: W. Todd Brown and W. Horace Brown (compiler) and
Betsy Davidson.
FRANKFORT (center as described in 1972.) Habitat as described
in 1977. Dec. 20; 7:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 57° to 42'='F;
wind_ SW, 18-28 m.p.h. Intermittent light rain in a.m., all water 'open.
Twelve observers in 10 parties. Total party-hours 54.5 (26 on foot, 28.5 by
car). Total party-miles 366 (30 on foot, 336 by car). Total species 59;
total individuals-4393.
'Windyconditions may have contributed to birds being found in pockets,
while-totally absent from other favorable locations. The waterfowl, except
for a few Mallards were on the Tate Game Farm Lakes. An excellent
crop of wild grapes, poison ivy berries and red cedar berries brought in
fruit eaters. Our .best find was the Bewick's Wren which has been in the
farm home vicinity of Mrs. Honaker for some time. House Finches have
become, the dominant feeder species in Frankfort. There seems to be no
blackbirds around Frankfort. Sparrow numbers and species are down
according' to our observations.
Observers: W. H. Brown, •Betsy Davidson, Peggy Durbin, James
Durell, Scott Hankla, Virginia Honaker, Howard Jones (compiler), Jeff
Jones, Robert Morris, James Rettig, and Debbie and Tim Williams.
KLEBER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (center and habitat
as described in 1977.) Jan. 2; 6:45 a.m; to 5:15 p.m. Sky clear to partly
cloudy; temp. 7" to 33°F; wind NE, 3-9 m.p.h. No snow, small streams
and lakes frozen. Seven observers in 4 parties; Total party-hours 28 (14
on foot, 14 by car). Total party-miles 239 (12.5 on foot, 226.5 by car).
Total species 39; total individuals 2122.
No waterfowl were found although one was heard on the Kentucky
River. Raptor varieties and numbers were low. Great Horned Owls seemed
to be calling everywhere in the pre-dawn. White-breasted Nuthatches
continue to increase on this count. Wild fruits, including red cedar berries,
uildoubtedly accounted for good numbers of American Robins, Cedar Wax-
wings, Yellow-rumped Warblers and Purple Finches. Sparrows -were
hard to find and were absent completely from some usual habitat.
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Observers: Brad Andres, Peggy Durbin, James Durell, Howard Jones
(compiler), Terri Koontz, Sally Wasielewski and Jim Williams.
LEXINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
East Hickman Church and Tates Creek Road.) Habitat farmland and
residential in most of the northern two-thirds within the last few years.
Dec. 19; 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky partly cloudy to cloudy; temp. 40°
to 42''F; wind light. Morning changed to cloudy and light rain in the
p.m. Thirty-seven observers in 10 parties. Total party-hours 94 (26 on
foot, 68 by car). Total party-miles 476 (33 on foot, 443 by car). Total
species 83; total individuals 15,483.
It seems that the last few years of drought has caused the number of
birds to decrease. There seemed to be some food, but it was all dried lip
in some areas. We have had several sightings of Merlins this year.
Observers: Brad Andres, Earl Boggs, Gary Boggs, Mable Boggs,
Patrick Boggs, Ann Bradly, Eugene Bradly, Rose Canon, Manton Cornett,
Ruth Davis, Ron Duncan, Lyda Feck, Doris Perm, Jean Flynn, Mike Fljmn,
Jon Glixon, Ruth Housek, Lula Kirkland, Terri Koontz, Mike Lorton, Betty
Maxson; Sarah McClellan, Bob McNeece, Robert Morris (compiler), Glenn
Raleigh, Ralph Reiss, Michael Stelling, Richard Stofer, Mrs. R. Stofer,
Mary Strong, Marie Sutton, Dave Svetich, Andrew Uterhart, Marion
Uterhart, Glen Wells, Jim Wilson and Bernice Wood.
DANVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Boyle County Courthouse.) Habitat 10.75% residential, 6.25% lakesides,
14%. woodland, 56.25% farmland, 10.25% streamsides and 2.5% parks.
Dec. 19; 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky partly cloudy a.m. to rain in p.m.;
temp. 40° to SO^F; wind NE, 0-5 m.p.h. Twenty-five observers in 8 parties.
Total party-hours 48 (14 on foot, 34 by car). Total party-miles• 371.55
(21.25 on foot, 350.3 by car). Total species 58; total individuals 8904.
Observers: Ernie Baird, Ron Barbato, Andy Eklund, Neil Eklund
(compiler), Scott Eklund, Virginia Eklund, Torb-Ergon, Mrs. Tom and
Tobin Foster, John Gower, JoAnn and Mike Hamm, Morton Hoaglund,
Matt Huff, Mosiell Jester, Jack Kellam, Bill Kemper, F. W. Loetscher,
Eric Mount, John Nichols, Don Pelley, Louis Robinson, Joe Russell, Charles
Vahlkamp and Greg Wagner.
BURLINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
at Camp Michaels near Union, KY.) Habitat woodland and forest edge
30%, farmland and fields 30%, streams and river 30% and residential
10%., Jan. 2; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 9° to 29°F; wind
N-NE, 0-10 m.p.h. Lakes and streams frozen, Ohio River open. Twenty
observers in 8 parties. Total party-hours 40 (16 on foot, 22 by car, 2 by
boat). Total party-miles 269 (9 on foot, 249 by car, 11 by boat). Total
species 55; total individuals 2747.
The Osprey was observed by boat on the Indiana side of the Ohio
River by Chuck Schneider. The Brewer's Blackbirds were seen at a Burling
ton feeder by Lynda McNeely. Though overall numbers of individuals
were somewhat low, this represents our best count to date for number of
species seen.
Observers: Brenda Bellamy, Bart Braden," Joe Caminiti, Kathy Cami-
niti, Elaine'Carroll, Aleene Earle, Darlena Graham, Stan Hirtle,' Carolyn
Johnson, Gerri Kennedy, Lee McNeely (compiler), Lynda McNeely, Jim
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Seanlan, Chuck Schneider, George Schoen, Carmen Schulte, Pat Scott,
Carla Smith, Tommy Stephens and Bill Steuver. Feeder watchers were
Pat Carroll, Brenda Freking, Marjprie Hill and Ed Kennedy.
WARSAW (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center War
saw Courthouse.) Habitat river shore 35%, open field and farmland 30%,
woodland and forest edge 25% and residential 10%. Dec. 19; 7:45 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. 37° to 48''F; wind SW, 5-15 m.p.h. Light
rain- during the afternoon, all water open. Five observers in 2 parties.
Total party-hours 14 (5 on foot, 9 by car). Total party-miles 77 (1.5 on
foot, 75.5 by car). Total species 41; total individuals 981.
Great Blue Herons were evident all along the Ohio River. The ma
jority of the Ring-billed Gulls were seen at Markland Dam. Surprisingly,
no House Finches were found. A dark phase Red-tailed Hawk was among
the highlights.
Observers: Bart Braden, Darlena Graham, Lee McNeely (compiler),
Jim Seanlan and Tommy Stephens.
ROWAN COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Morehead.) Habitat as described previously. Dec. 18; 7:45 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. Sky 20% clouds; temp. 27° to 41''F; wind W, 3-5 m.p.h. Two
observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 12.5 (4 on foot, 8.5 by car). Total
party-miles 44 (3 on foot, 41 by car). Total species 62; total individuals 871.
• The Great Egret was still at the Hatchery on 7 January. Due to
time limitations we did not spend as much time in the field as on previous
count days.
Observers: Fred M. Busroe and Jonathan A. Busroe.
PERRY COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Bonnyman.) Habitat deciduous woodlands, pasture and rural resi
dential. Jan. 2; 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sky clear; 20° to 40°F; quite cold
in the morning. Two observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 22 (21 on
foot, 1 by car). Total party-miles 20 (10 on foot, 10 by car). Total species
26; total individuals 320.
Observers: Dennis Sandlin and Don Spencer (compiler).
WEST LIBERTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
37°, 55' N; 83°, 15' W.) Habitat woods, open fields, roadways, river bottoms.
Jan. 1, 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy to partly cloudy; temp. 28° to
30°F; wind NW, 15 m.p.h. No precipitation. Four observers in 1 party.
Total party-hours 12 (8 on foot, 4 by ear). Total party-miles 49 (8 on
foot, 41 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 1881.
One observer was at a home feeder. Fresh water was open. A male
Common Yellowthroat was seen by both Mary K. and Garry Elam on
January 3 in a swampy, weedy area where we were flushing Swamp Spar
rows and Song Sparrows. It first appeared on a bush in clear view no
more than 30 feet from us. We watched it over a period of 10 minutes
through binoculars as it dropped back into the brush and would fly back
up into view. It was easily recognized by its black mask, olive back and
yellow throat. We returned to the same area on January 3 and again
on January 10, but failed to find it.
Observers: Gerry Lee Elam (compiler), Mary K. Elam, Orville
Litteral and Francis Peyton.
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THE FALL MIGRATION SEASON, 1987
Anne L. Stamm
The fall season of 1987 was unusually warm throughout the period
and rainfall was much below normal (12 inches short for the year). On
20 days during August the temperature ranged from 90 to 92 degrees and
on September 14 a record was set at Paducah with a 92 degree reading.
A few mild cold fronts on August 23 and September 19 brought various
species of warblers and other passerine transients, but in small numbers.
October and November averaged out warmer than normal. And there was
little snowfall with only a dusting at Louisville on November 10 while
Frankfort and Lexington received about an inch of snow.
The dry season caused ponds and small lakes to dry up and this
limited shorebird habitat. Duck migration was late and poor. The hawk
migration appeared to be missed. Most observers felt that the season was
dull and uninteresting, although a number of rare and unusual species
of birds were reported. A Northern Gannet was seen flying South along
Interstate 65 about five miles north of the Kentucky-Tennessee line. Other
rare and unusual species were the following: Peregrine Falcon, Laughing
Gull, Franklin's Gull, Snowy Owl and Sharp-tailed Sparrow.
Abbreviations — BWMA = Ballard Waterfowl Management Area (Bal-
lard County), CKWMA = Central Kentucky Wildlife Management-Area,
BBC = Beckham Bird Club, KOS = Kentucky Ornithological Society,
SWMA = Sauerheber Wildlife Management Area.
Loons through Herons — No large movement of the Common Loon was
detected. A fairly early bird was observed above Kentucky Dam on Sep
tember 10 (CP) and one to two were seen on a few dates during October
and November at the following location: Lake Pewee (JH), Mayfair
Basins at Louisville (JK) and along the Ohio River (LR, BPB). Pied-
billed Grebes were few except at Lake Pewee where they peaked at -109
October 15 (JH). Horned Grebes were also scarce with a maximum of 15
at Louisville on November 10 (BPB). Quite unusual was the sighting of
a Northern Gannet flying south along Interstate 65, about five miles
north of the Kentucky-Tennessee border, Simpson County, November 29.
This represents the second record for Kentucky (M. Braun et al. — docu
mentation received). Quite unexpected was an American White Pelican
at Burnside Marina, Pulaski County, October 24 {fide JEl). Several sight
ings of the Double-crested Cormorant were reported: one at McAlpine Dam,
August 19 (LR); two at Mayfair Basins on September 19 (S, FS); one at
Markland Dam, Gallatin County, November 14 (LMc); nine on the
Mississippi River, Carlisle County, September 20 (BPB); one to three
along the Ohio River at Louisville during September and October (BPB)
and last observed on November 26 (LR). Great Blue Herons were wide
spread and largest concentrations included 75 on sandbars on the Missis
sippi River, Carlisle County, September 20 (BPB), some 40-45 at Jonathan
Creek, Marshall County, November 6 and 29 (MM, CP); and 50-}- at
BWMA by the end of November (CW). Smaller numbers were present at
the following locations: Lake Barkley Shallows (CP), Elk Creek and
Lake Pewee (JH), Petersburg, Boone County (LMc), Mayfair Basins
(JK, S, FS), Danville (FL) and Owsley Fork Lake (AR, TR). A few
(jreat Egrets were present during August and September with 17 at Lake
#9, Fulton County, August 11 (CP); one at the Falls of the Ohio August
25-26 (RH, LR, respectively); three at BWMA August 29 (BPB);"three
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at Mayfair Basins on August 30 (S, FS); three were still present at
Jonathan Creek on September 21 and 10 at BWMA on September 22 (CP).
Three Snowy Egrets were present at BWMA on August 3 (JEI); one at
Lake #9 August 11 (CP) and 18 at Mitchell Lake, Ballard County,
Au^st 29 (BPB). Little Blue Heron concentrations included 60+ (mostly
immatures) at Lake #9 August 3 (JEI), 27 (25 immatures, 2 adults)
August 11 (CP) and 17 at BWMA, August 29 (BPB). One to three were
also seen between July 19 arid September 12 at the following locations:
the Falls of the Ohio (BF, JJ), Game Farm, Daviess County (AP), and
Mayfair Basins (DN). A single Cattle Egret was seen at BWMA on
August 3 (JEI); six at Lake #9 on August 29 and 25 in a pasture with
cattle at Oscar, Ballard County, September 20 (BPB). Strangely enough,
few observers mentioned the Black-crowned Night-Heron, but an immature
was seen on the west side of Lake Barkley, August 27 (CP) and at least
10 (adults and immatures) at Lentz's Pond, Louisville, from August 30-
September 19 (S, FS). Two immature Yellow-crowned Night-Herons
were also at Lentz's Pond, August 30 (S).
Waterfowl—Snow and Canada Geese arrived at BWMA September
20, but numbers were low in comparison to previous years. November
counts at BWMA totaled 6500 Snows and 8600 Canada Geese (CW). The
duck migration was late and the flight was generally poor. Ducks at
BWMA peaked at 7700 in November with 90% Mallards (CW). A total
of 50+ Wood Ducks at the Mayfair Basins was a good count for that
location (JK). A single American Black Duck returned to McAlpine Dam
on August 25 (LR.) Largest concentration of Mallards at Lake Pewee
occurred on November 25 with 163 birds (JH). Gadwall Ducks were slow
in arriving: three noted at Jonathan Creek by September 19, numbers
increased and 20 were there November 22 (CP) and 50 at Lake Pewee
on November 28 (BPB). The first Canvasback appeared at Louisville
November 10 and only three had arrived by November 26 (BPB, LR,
respectively); two at Lake Pewee on November 12 (JH), but 43 there
by November 28 (BPB). Ring-necked Ducks reached a maximum of 350
at Lake Pewee on November 18 (JH), which was much lower than the
count last year. The only Greater Scaups reported were the five at
Louisville, November 26 (LR). Lesser Scaup, when reported, were in lower
numbers than usual. The only Common Goldeneye Ducks reported were
two at Mayfair Basins, November 26 (JK) and one at Lake Pewee No
vember 28 (BPB). Hooded Mergansers were numerous at only two loca
tions: sixty-eight was the high count at Lake Pewee (JH) and 890 in a
flock at Honker Bay of Lake Barkley, Trigg County November 29 (BPB).
This flock represents the largest ever reported in the state. Only a few
Red-breasted Mergansers were present at Louisville from November 10
to November 17 (BPB, LR, respectively), but 75 were present on Lake
Barldey, just north of Silo Overlook, November 29 (BPB). Two to six
Ruddy Ducks were noted from September 4-November 18 at the following
locations: Jonathan Creek (CP), McAlpine Dam (LR) and Lake Pewee
(JH), but 225 were at the latter location on November 28 (BPB).
Hawks through Cranes — A roost near Bondurant, Fulton County,
held 45 Black and Turkey Vultures on August 11 (CP) and a roost with
at least 50 Black Vultures was seen at Taylorsville Lake, Spencer County,
August 21. It was surprising that only eight Turkey Vultures were ob
served in the latter roost (S, FS). A single Osprey appeared at the Falls
of the Ohio as early as August'7 (LR) and another at Petersburg, August
10 (LMc). September sightings of the Osprey included singles at Kentucky
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Lake at Pine Bluff, near Hamlin, Jonathan Creek, Lake Pewee, the Falls
of the Ohio, Rabbit Hash in Boone County, and Fishing Creek Recreational
Area, Pulaski County. A single Mississippi Kite was noted flying over
Lake Mitchell on August 3 (JEl) and three in the vicinity of Sassafras
Ridge, Fulton County on August 11 (CP). In November a pair of Bald
Eagles was observed at the nest in BWMA, which was active last year
(CW); one perched at the Fulton County nest (J. MacGregor fide BPB);
an adult at Lake Pewee on November 28 (BPB); two adults at Bailey
Hollow as early as September 17 (CP); and a banded immature at Har-
rods Creek, Jefferson County on November 10. "The bird proved to be
a hacked bird from Monroe Reservoir near Bloomington, Indiana that
had been on the lake for a few days prior to the observation" (BPB).
Northern Harriers were scarce and only reported as singles at Jonathan
Creek (CP, MM), Elk Creek and Dozier Lake in Hopkins County (JH)
and at Petersburg (LMc). Sharp-shinned Hawks were reported at Otter
Creek (RH), Mayfair Basins (JK), Berea (AR) and Somerset (JEl).
Single Cooper's Hawks were observed at Hopkins, Boone, Kenton, Madison
and Pulaski counties. No hawk flights were reported. A Peregrine Falcon
was observed at Jonathan Creek October 3 and 5 (CP, MM) and a road
killed immature was picked up, south of Kingston, Madison County on
October 8 by Steve Kickert. The carcass was given to Eastern Kentucky
University and the US Fish and Wildlife Service was notified (GR).
Seven Wild Turkeys were noted in Trigg County on August-4 (JEl). A
few Soras were flushed at SWMA, Henderson County on September 5
(BPB) and one at Camp Ernst Lake, Boone County, September 12 (LMc).
There were no large flocks of American Coots this fall except at Lake
Pewee, where an estimated 3000 were present on November 25 (JH). A
single American Coot appeared at BWMA on August 3 (JEl). On October
28 three flocks of Sandhill Cranes totaling more than 100 were seen
flying over Sequoya Road in east Louisville (KC); A few heard going
over Danville (FL) and two at BWMA during the period (no date
given — CW).
Shorehirds — Shorebird migration was not spectacular and numbers
were low. The drought in Kentucky dried up ponds and shorebird habitat
was limited. Black-bellied Plovers were present at four locations in num
bers from one to four while Lesser Golden-Plovers (single birds) showed
up at three locations. Three Semipalmated Plovers returned to Lake #9
by July 11 (CP), seven on August 3 (JEl); five at Jonathan Creek (CP) —
and six in Carisle County (BPB), September 21 and 20, respectively. Flocks
of Killdeer fluctuated during August and September from 50-150 at the
Falls of the Ohio, 100 along the Mississippi sandbars in Carlisle County
(BPB) to 125 at Jonathan Creek (CP). Eight Avocets were observed at the
Falls of the Ohio on September 12 (LR) and two there September 13 (RH).
Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs were present only in small numbers. Upland
Sandpipers, usually rare in fall, showed up at two locations: two birds at
Jonathan Creek on August 11 (CP); one August 22 (MM); and one at the
Falls of the Ohio August 22 (BBC). Single Sanderlings were seen at Ham
lin Island, Calloway County, July 25 (MM), Jonathan Creek August 21
(CP); a few at the Falls of the Ohio (no specific dates given) and 28 on a
mudflat along the Mississippi River in Carlisle County, September 20
(BPB). A White-rumped Sandpiper at Louisville on August 11 was the only
one reported (LR). A Baird's Sandpiper returned to the Falls of the Ohio
on August 2 (JP, BBC); later sightings of one to two birds were at lake #9,
Jonathan Creek, BWMA, SWMA (BPB) and Louisville (RH). Few ob
servers commented on the Pectoral, but numbers were apparently low,
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although 75 were counted at BWMA on August 29. Dunlin were late and
only a few had returned by late November.. Stilt Sandpipers were present
at the Falls of the Ohio on August 2 (JP) and August 5 (JEl); nine at
Lake #9 (CP); a high count of 15 at Jonathan Creek (MM) and 17 at
BWMA on September 20 (BPB). The only Buff-breasted Sandpiper was
one at Falls of the Ohio, September 7 (JEI, BPB, M. Stinson). Short-
billed Dowitchers were present from August 3 to August 30 in numbers
from one to four; all were in western Kentucky. Three Common Snipe
returned to BWMA August 29 (BPB), but 18 were present at Jonathan
Creek on November 29 (CP).
Gulls through Tems — Two immature Laughing Gulls, rare late
summer visitants, were present above Barkley Dam on August 30 (LR)
and a juvenile plumaged bird at.the same location on September 5 may
have been one of the two previously recorded birds (BPB). The Franklin's
Gull which had been present at the Falls of the Ohio in late July was
still .present on August 2 (JP); three there on September 12 (BPB); and
one at Jonathan Creek on October 3 (CP). A Bonaparte's Gull was un
usually early at Louisville on August 2 and established an early state
date (JP, BBC). One to three Bonaparte's Gulls were observed in Boyle
County (FL); eight at Jonathan Creek on November 4 and 10 at Lake
Barkley, north of US 68 on November 22 (CP). A good movement de
veloped on November 28 and 29 with 25 birds at Lake Barkley at Kuttawa
and 160 at Kentucky Lake above the dam (BPB). Ring-billed and Herring
Gulls were present but in less than normal numbers. One to two Caspian
Terns were present at the Falls of the Ohio on August 5 and 11 (JEl,
LR). A Common Tern was seen at Doe Run Lake, Kenton County on
August 17 (EG) and four to ten on September 12 at Louisville (LR,
BPB). Six Forster's Terns were noted along the Mississippi River,
Carlisle County on August 29 (BPB); some 20-25 at the Falls of the Ohio
on September 12 (BPB) and one still present the following day (LR).
There were several sightings of the Least Tern: seventeen at Lake
Mitchell and five at Lake #9 on August 3 (JEl); fourteen at the latter
location on August 11 (CP); one still there on August 29 (BPB) and
one at the Falls of the Ohio September 1 (LR). Two Black Terns had
arrived at the Falls of the Ohio by July 19 (BF), 17 were there on
August 9 (RH, M. Stinson), two on August 15 (DN), and six on Sep
tember 12' (LR); one at Jonathan Creek on August 28 (MM).
Cuckoo through Swallows — A Black-billed Cuckoo was reported at
Louisville on September 19 (BPB). A Snowy Owl observed near Florence,
Boone County on November 10 was unexpected and created much ex
citement (LMc et al.). Flocks of Common Nighthawks totaling SOO-j-
birds were seen along the Snyder Freeway, Jefferson County on August
30 (DN); some 200-}- at Science Hill, Pulaski County on September 7
(JEl); moderate flights at Danville on August 31 (FL); and 100-{- at
Bowling Green (BF). A Chuck-will's-widow was last heard in Hopkins
County on September 13 and established a late date (Bonnie West fide
JH). An interesting record on August 30 was five Whip-poor-wills flying
over Bowling Green; one bird calling (BF). A fair migration of Chimney
Swifts noted on August 22 when 500 were seen at the Falls of tiie Ohio
(BPB); some 75 over Ten Broeck in east Louisville on August 30 (S,
FS); one rather late straggler over Frankfort on October 31 (Sherri
Evans fide- BPB). More than 30 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds gathered at
feeders at Land Between the Lakes on August 4 (JEl). A Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher was studied carefully on the Surrey Hill Farm, Louisville on
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August 23 (BPB). Swallow concentrations included 50 Tree Swallows
at Owsley Fork Lake on October 3 (AR, TR); a flock of 500 swallows at
Lake #9 consisted of approximately one-half Bank and one-half Cliff
Swallows on August 29 (BPB). The report of small nesting colonies of
the Cliff Swallow in Greenup and Lewis counties during July came too
late for inclusion in the 1987 Nesting Season Report. These new colonies
extend the species breeding range to extreme northeastern Kentucky (J.
Macgregor fide BPB).
Crows through Shrikes — A flock of 1000 American Crows was seen
along Interstate 65 and the Outer Loop, Louisville on November 23 and
suggested the existence of a winter roost (DN). A single Fish Crow was
reported in Carlisle County on August 29 (BPB). Brown Creepers were
late in arriving and few were reported. Single "Winter Wrens returned
to Creason Park and Otter Creek Park on September 26 (DN, RH,
respectively). The Sedge Wren singing close to the road between Dalton
and Beulah, Hopkins County on August 25 was noteworthy (JH). Several
Marsh Wrens were observed at SWMA on October 11 (BPB). The
Golden-crowned Kinglet was not reported at CKWMA until October 22
(GR). No kinglet movement was noted. The Ruby-crowned-Kinglet was
first observed at Creason Park on September 26 (DN) and at Madison-
ville on October 13 (JH) and at CKWMA on October 16 (GR); all later
than normal. It was a rather poor fall for the Water Pipits, several
flocks at Surrey Hill Farm in mid-November were the only groups. A
few were at the Falls of the Ohio (BPB) and singles at Camp' Ernst, Boone
County (LMc) and at Science Hill, Pulaski County in late October and
early November (JEl). Single Loggerhead Shrikes were reported froni
only Boone, Boyle and Pulaski counties (LMc, FL, JEl, respectively).
Warblers — The warbler migration was drawn out and continued
through mid-October. The flight was "poor especially for Myrtles and -Bay-
breasted." Three Chestnut-sided Warblers arrived at Louisville on August
23, the same date the birds returned in 1979, 1980 and 1981 (BPB). A
Cape May Warbler was rather early at Danville on September 2 (FL); our
earliest record is for September 1. Single Black-throated Blue Warblers
were recorded at Natural Bridge State Park on September 26 (KOS)
and in the Danville area on October 8 (PL). Blackbumian Warblers were
observed at Burlington on August 29 (LMc) and the species appeared'to
be more common than usual at Danville (FL). A male Cerulean Warbler
on August 31 in a non-breeding area near Danville was unexpected (PL).
American Redstarts began appearing in the Burlington area as early as
August 29 (LMc); two at Louisville on September 8 (MS); three at
Glasgow on September 10 (FJ); and 10 at Bowling Green (BP). Single
Mourning Warblers were present at CKWMA on September 7 (GR) and
at Louisville on September 19 (BPB). Canada Warblers were reported
at Doe Run Lake, Kenton County (EG), Louisville (BPB) and Westport
(BBC).
Buntings through Grosbeaks — A small flock of Indigo Buntings at
Petersburg on October 17 were rather late stragglers (LMc). A note
worthy record was that of a Sharp-tailed Sparrow at SWMA on October
11 (photograph being developed—BPB, R. Cassell). Perhaps due to the
mild fall few Fox Sparrows had returned- to Kentucky. One was re
corded at CKWMA on November 11 (GR); only one in the Danville area
by the end of the period (PL); and one the last week of November in
the Louisville area (JP). Four Lincoln Sparrows were reported: one at
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Creason Park on September 26 (DN, BBC); singles at CKWMA on
October 11 and 26 (GR); and one at Petersburg on October 31 (LMc).
Swamp Sparrow arrival dates included one at Creason Park on September
26 (DN, BBC) and at CKWMA on October 1 (GR). White-throated and
White-crowned Sparrows arrived later than normal. The majority of
observers found the former in early October, but there were three Sep
tember dates: September 23 at Ft. Wright (EG), September 26 at Natural
Bridge State Park (KOS) and September 27 at CKWMA (GR). A
Bobolink on October 18 at SWMA was fairly late (DN, M. Pike). Black
bird flocks "seemed strangely absent" in the Danville area (FL). A flock
of approximately 2000 birds, mainly Red-winged Blackbirds and a few
Brown-headed Cowbirds, was present for several days in the Ten Broeck
area, Jefferson County, in mid-November (S, FS). Rusty Blackbirds were
late and few in numbers: first recorded at Petersburg on November 11
(LMc); about five in a Louisville yard on November 26 (DN). Only a
few Purple Finches were present by mid-November in three locations.
Pine Siskins were reported from six widely separated locations, with the
greatest concentration at Big Pond Sanctuary, Grayson County — 50
birds on October 28 (KC). The only report of the presence of Evening
Grosbeaks came from Berea on November 25 (number not given — AR and
TR).
Contributors — Kathryn Clay (KC), Jackie Elmore (JEl), Ed Grone-
man (EG), Blaine Ferrell (BF), John Finley (JF), James Hancock (JH),
Richard Healy (RH), Frances Jones (FJ), Jeff Jones (JJ), John Krull
(JK), Frederick Loetscher (FL), Lee McNeely (LMc), Michael Miller
(MM), D. Noonan (DN), B. Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPB), Clell Peterson (CP),
A. L. Powell (AP), Lene Rauth (LR), Gary Ritchison (GR), Art and Tina
Rickets (AR, TR), Anne L. Stamm (S), F. W. Stamm (FS), Marguerite
Sullivan (MS), Charles Wilkins (CW).
— 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40241.
MIDWINTER BIRD COUNTS AT
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK
In terms of number and variety of species, the midwinter bird counts
at Mammoth Cave National Park have not been as productive as other
counts but nonetheless they have been interesting. Dr. Gordon Wilson,
accompanied by a "young friend", Russell Starr, made the first count in
1938 but did not return until 1945 when gasoline became available once
again. The counts have continued without interruption since 1945. Com
pilers have included Gordon Wilson (1988-1967), Mrs. James Gillenwater
,(1968-1975), H. E. Shadowen (1976-1981), and Blaine Ferrell (1982-
present).
Mammoth Cave National Park was authorized by Congress in 1926,
land was gradually purchased, and in 1941 the Park was established.
Some of the area was under cultivation before 1800, but with the cessation
of farming most of the region has returned to forest habitat. A few areas
around the Park headquarters, residences, and cemeteries remain un-
wooded. Descriptions of the Park and the changes it has undergone have
been described by Wilson (Bird changes in M.C.N.P., 1938-1949, The
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Kentucky Warbler, vol. XXVI, No. 2, May 1950; Bird changes in M.C.N.P.,
1950-1957, The Kentucky Warbler, vol. XXXIV, No. 1, Feb. 1958). Dr.
Wilson, in his publication for the Park in 1968, Birds and their habitats in
Mammoth Cave National Park, listed 42 permanent bird residents, 53
summer residents, 27 •vrinter residents, and 80 transients. The status of
some of the species has changed since 1968. The Kentucky Ornithological
Society has met for several spring meetings at the Park because of the
large number of transient and resident birds present in the spring, but
many fewer species are observed during the winter months.
Each of the 48 midwinter bird counts at the Park has been published
in The Kentucky Warbler. Thirteen species have been recorded on every
count and 32 others on most counts. Ninety six species have been seen
on the count days. Fifteen species have been observed only on one count;
these include the Double-crested Cormorant, Snow Goose, Green-winged
Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, Canvasback, Greater Scaup, Redhead,
Common Merganser, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Sedge Wren, Gray Catbird,
Redpoll, and Chipping Sparrow. The six species recorded on two counts
include the Canada Goose, Northern Pintail, Sandhill Crane, Northern
Harrier, Common Snipe, and Rock Dove. The four species seen on three
counts are the Pied-billed Grebe, American Woodcock, Palm Warbler, and
Rusty Blackbird. No species show an obvious increase in numbers over
the years, but the following species appear to be decreasing in numbers:
Carolina Wren, Bewick's Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Northern Mocking
bird, and Savannah Sparrow. One might expect the forest species -to
remain constant or increase and the birds of open areas to decrease, but
this has not always been reflected in the counts. Some species, such as
the Red-headed Woodpecker remain disappointingly low in number; others,
such as the American Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Eastern Bluebird, a,nd
European Starling, are unpredictable and show great fluctuation from
year to year. It should be remembered that weather conditions and the
number of people participating on the counts also fluctuate.
The dates of the M.C.N.P. midwinter counts have always been between
December 15 and January 2. The number of observers has varied from two
to 28, with the usual number of participants from five to eight. The
number of bird species recorded has varied from 32 in 1954 to 57 in
1960 and 1966, with an average of 44 species per count. Thus, the number
of species recorded has been lower than that of most Kentucky counts.
This is probably due to fewer participants, difficulty in checking some of
the more remote areas of the Park, and homogeneity of the count area
with little habitat diversity. The number of individual birds recorded per
count has varied from 471 to 11,818, with an average number of approxi
mately 1,200. Only two counts have yielded more than 4,500 individuals;
the 1964 count was 11,647 and included 2,779 Robins, 1,693 Cedar Wax-
wings, and 1,021 Starlings; the 1982 count was 11,818 and included an
unexpected influx of 10,503 Common Grackles.
Participants on the M.C.N.P. midwinter count do not expect to see
the number and variety of birds observed on other counts in Kentucky, but
they do enjoy the experience of spending a day hiking through deep
wooded areas and along streams away from population centers and often
encountering other forms of wildlife.
— H. E. Shadowen, Dept. of Biology, Western Kentucky University, Bowling
Green, Ky. 42101.
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BOOK REVIEW
A FIELD GUIDE TO HAWKS/NORTH AMERICA, by William S.
Clark and illustrated by Brian K. Wheeler. Houghton Mifflin Company,
Boston, 1987. 198 pp. $13.96.
The latest addition to the Peterson Field Guide Series, no. 35, A
Field Guide to Hawks provides information on the raptor species occurring
north of Mexico. In meeting the goal of a field guide, to provide informa
tion to distinguish taxonomic groups, the authors present text, plates, and
photographs. The plates are inserted in the center of the book as in many
of the other Peterson Field Guides. Introductory notes include a preface by
R. T. Peterson, a section on how to identify flying raptors, and in illustra
tion of raptor topography.
Clark provides a thorough description of plumage variation in each
species centering on age, sex, subspecies, fine detail, and aberrant charac
teristics. For instance, the description of Red-tailed Hawk subspecies
continues for four pages. The compactness of the readable descriptions abet
their use in the field. A paragraph contrasting similar species and one
describing flight patterns are the forte of the text. Status and distribu
tion descriptions and accompanying range maps are current and are as
detailed as a continental treatment will allow. Notes on behavior, measure
ments and etymology of the scientific name complete the species description.
One other aspect of the text deserves mention. A bibliography of
more than 450 citations on raptor biology is included. To keep such an
extensive bibliography from being overwhelming, Clark wisely included a
species index subdivided by topic.
Wheeler's plates, depicting several plumages and postures, are ar
ranged by similarly shaped species. Descriptive text is also provided with
the plates. Although his portrayals of perched birds are respectable,
Wheeler's depictions of in-flight cigar-shaped birds lack the artistry
found in other bird field guides. I also find the colors of the plumages
to be somewhat dark.
Following the text are 40 pages of 2x2 inch black and white photo
graphs. Although many of the photos of flying birds show good charac
ters, their small size is somewhat limiting. The section seems overexpanded
by including perched bird photos and some rather marginal photos. For
example, an arrow pointing to the chestnut shoulder of a Harris' Hawk
seems meaningless in black and white photography. Perhaps better editing
of the photo section would have reduced the price tag of this publication.
Overall, I think the newest field guide is a good purchase and
would be used by any hawk-watcher. The information provided by the
authors is valuable to every level of ornithologist. The use of this field
guide will be enhanced if the reader can surmount the temptation to turn
only-to the plates and spend some time reading the text.
— Brad Andres, Department of Zoology, The Ohio State University, 1735
Neil Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, 43210.
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FIELD NOTES
SECOND RECORD OF RUFF IN KENTUCKY
On 17 April 1987, Merry Toole and I "were birding in the Kentucky
portion of the Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge in southwestern Fulton
County when we found a female Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) feeding in a
flooded field with approximately 80 Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes).
The Reeve was found at about 10:00 a.m. CDT and was studied for nearly
an hour as it waded in shallow water remaining in a low field after
heavy rain. Several photographs were obtained that clearly identify the
bird.
The Reeve was approximately the same size as the many Lesser
Yellowlegs, but it was a much stockier bird, reminiscent of a knot ,or
dowitcher in build. The bill was quite short and straight, but somewhat
thickened at the base and was very similar in proportion to that of a
Buff-breasted Sandpiper. The underparts were white except for the
throat and upper breast which were profusely marked with a scalloping
of gray and occasional blackish feathers. The back and wings were a
medium brown without rusty tones, but not nearly so gray as those of
yellowlegs. Most back feathers were brown, but a few were blackish,, and
all were edged with a very obvious buffy border giving a scaley appearance.
The legs were a pale yellow-green, similar in color to that of a Stilt
Sandpiper and not as long as those of yellowlags. A light supercilium was
present as was an area of whitish feathers around the base of the bill.
The Reeve was very nervous and several times flew short distances
when approached. In flight the tail pattern characteristic of this species
was very obvious. The upper tail coverts appeared white on the sides
and rear, framing a darker central area and covering the.base of the tail
feathers which appeared uniformly pale sandy brown. This pattern
formed a narrow "U" shape of bold white when the bird flew away.
There was a narrow wing-stripe, not as bold as that of a Sanderling, and
the underwing linings were strikingly white.
Later in the day, the Reeve was found approximately three-quarters
of a mile to the northwest in another part of the refuge and was studied
again at length. The bird continued to appear nervous and flew short
distances when approached. Several times a low "grunt" was heard when
the bird was on the wing.
This represents the second record of the Ruff in Kentucky and first
to be documented by photograph. Frederick Loetscher reported the sight
ing of a bird in Boyle County, 4 May 1968 (Loetscher, KW 44:48-44, 1968).
— BRAINARD PALMER-BALL, JR., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville,
Ky. 40222.
OBSERVATIONS OF NESTING COMMON BARN-OWLS
IN BOONE COUNTY
On July 16, 1987 I was informed by Bill Moring of Raptor Inc., a
local bird of prey rehabilitation organization, that a nest of Common
Barn-Owls (Tyto alba) had been discovered near Burlington. The nest
was found by firewood cutters,' who unfortunately destroyed the nest site.
Two birds of undetermined age flew from the tree, while' four younger
birds fell to the ground. These four were subsequently placed in the stall
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of a horse barn adjacent to the nest tree. The nest had been located ap
proximately 35 feet high in a cavi^ of an American Beech tree, Vz mile
north of Burlington.
The following day the four young birds were taken by Raptor Inc.
and examined for any apparent injuries. One bird was determined to
have a broken lefg, while the other three" appeared in good health.
_On 'July 18,- it was decided to place the youngest owl in an artificial
nest box on top of the remaining portion of the riest' tree, in anticipation
that-feeding would continue by' the parent birds. This proved unsuccessful
.thoughj .when the nestling left the box arid again fell^to the ground during
t^e-nightj .where it was, recovered the 'following morning.
, Oh'July 19, the three healthy young owls were placed once again in
the stall of the. horse barn. Much to .the delight of those involved, it
became.apparent during daily 'ehecks. that the birds "were in'deed being' fed.
Numerous'.pellets were .found'-'oyer .the next f.ew .days,, along mth an
occasional uneaten'Meadow .Vole. The three young birds we'^e last.observed
in-:the stall'on^'July 28, wiieh'it was felt that all three were,capable of
flyingipn their own. One'parent^bird was observed with the young on this
•date,by Biir.iVIoring, and the following day the stall was empty.
• j "l-.On September 2,'the fourth'.young owl was released back into the wild
at- the priginal nest" site, iiueh'appreeia^^ is"extended .to Bill Moring 'and
Eaptijr jric. for-'tHeir Icnowledge and effbrts which were the major factor
in'the, apparent'success, of this neHirig". — LEE McNEEtY, P.O. Box
4^} BurHngton, KY-41005. -• ; • - • - . •
'./NEWS. AND--VIEWS
V K.d.S. SPRING ^ETING T ,
The Spring meeting of the" Kentucky Ornithological Society will be
held at - Otter" Creek-Park on-April 29-May 1. Be sure" ifo make-your
reservations for "room" accommodations early. Cabins-are-also-available".
v-Mark-the-dates' on your calendar "and-plan to-enjoy good'~bifding -T^th
good friends. Those interested in making a pres'entation' at th'e Friday
evening prpgramv'should contact the.'Progra'm Chairperson, Virginia King-
sblver,-Route ly Carlisle, Kentucky "40311.' - j i, . • ••.'.• : ' >.
^ \ \ K.O.S. MOURNS JOSEPH E. CROFT - . .
As we go to press we were deeply saddened to leam of the death of
Joseph E. Croft. He died on January 19, 1988 at Scottsville, Virginia. Dr.
Croft was a Life Meriiber and assistant editor of The Kentucky Warbler
from February 1967-May 1973. His ornithological studies and publications
in The Kentucky Warbler were many and noteworthy. His passing leaves
a big void in ornithological circles'and he'will be greatly missed by his
many friends.
